





t} In the footsteps of the MARTIN FAMILY

Wandering through the town of
Alencon, brings you closer to
the main landmarks in the lives
of Louis, Zélie and Théreése...




2-Church of
Our Lady

Louis and Zélie’s
wedding in

1858 and
Therese’s
baptism in
1873

3
4-Louis Martins former
watchmakers’ shop
Louis’ business
until 1871 and the couples
first home
5-0z¢é House
This is where
: ] Zélie learns the
L trade of lace
i a making

7-Halle aux
i Toiles (The Hall
of Paintings)
Zélie’s talent was
honoured here in
1885 by a medal

9-Sarthe
Bridge
Louis and
Zélie’s first
meeting

1-The MARTIN
family home
St Therese’s
birthplace
The family’s
residence from
1871

3-Louis Martin’s
pavilion

Resting and
meditation place
for Louis and a
relaxing place for
all the family

6-Saint Peter
of Montsort’s
church

The family
parish where
the children
were baptized

8-Town Hall
Zélie and
Louis’
wedding on
12th July
1858

mmm Office de Tourisme du Pays d’Alencon
ACCUEIL — HEBERGEMENT - VISITES GUIDEES
Place de la Magdeleine - Maison d’0zé

61000 ALENGON

Tel: 02 33 80 66 33 * Fax: 02 33 80 66 32
contact@paysdalencontourisme.com
www.paysdalencontourisme.com



Sees, an episcopal city since the 5t century

ées has been inhabited since the Mesolithic period and was in turn a
Phoenician town on the route of pewter, a Celtic commercial town, a Roman
workshop for coin-making, a Saxon conquest and one of the first cathedral
towns in France with the evangelisation of Saint Latuin towards the year 405.
It was inhabited successively
by the Normans and the
English afterwards. Until the
15t century, three market
towns were facing each other
in the city: Bourg-I'Evéque
around the Cathedral, Bourg-
Le-Comte around the castle
Motte and the Bourg-I'Abbé
around Saint Martin’s Abbey.

Sées has been a cathedral
town since the 5t century and has known a fate of prestige which still pervades
the walls of the town. Each street has its church, its convent, its abbey, its

i private mansion or even its palace.
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Notre Dame’s Cathedral of Séez

The cathedral of Séez built between 1202 and 1310 is a
pure jewel of the gothic art, whose towers reach over se-
venty meters. Violet-Leduc would refer to it as follows: “A
prodigious balance of forces through the purity of its lines
and its lightness, the choir of Sées might be the master-
piece of the French 13 century.” Its inner light is enhanc-
ed, in the transepts, by the red glow of the southern rose,
radiant, and by the blue of the northern rose window whose
fine ribs evoke symbolic medieval messages.

The Museum of Religious Art

It is an ancient chapter house where the canons’ chap-
ter would gather and where the museum exhibits works
of art and objects which reflect the evolution of the reli-
gious feeling from the Middle-Ages to modern times
through paintings, sculptures, goldsmith craft, liturgical
ornaments...
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The Palace of Argentré

The Palace of Argentré is an an-
cient Episcopal palace, built before
the Revolution by Monseigneur
d’Argentré, who was both a bishop
and the elected Mayor of Sées. It is
one of the most beautiful speci-
mens of neo-classical architecture
in Normandy, work of architect

Brousseau. It is accompanied by a walled-in northern garden and by a

southern garden surrounded by the Orne.

The Basilica of the Immaculate Conception

Built in 1854, the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, work of architect Ruprich
Robert was the first church to be built under such name. In a neo-gothic style i
has a particular light and the setting inside achieved by Victor Le Harvivel du

The Hobtel Dieu Chapel
(17* and 18t centuries)

Egypt and founder with

Conservatory of Arts and  Tel: 023328 74 79
Trades tourisme@sees.fr
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& Rocher is quite fas-
- cinating.

Mr and Mrs Martin
went repeatedly on
pilgrimage to Sées
for the feast of the
Immaculate
Conception, and we
know, through her
correspondence
with Leonie, that
Zélie Martin went to
the Basilica when
she was expecting

_ Therese.

Founded in 1209 by the brothers hospitallers of St John of
Sées, the chapel was restored in the 17th century by the
Augustines sisters. The altarpiece is adorned by a set of four-
teen paintings, done by Nicolas-Jacques Conté during his
youth, the inventor of the pencil, Bonaparte’s companion in

. S mmm Office de Tourisme du Pays de Sées
Abbé Grégoire of the p.co 4 General de Gaulle - 61500 SEES

Audio guided tours and guided tours



INn the footsteps of the MARTIN FAMILY
at Lisieux

Three months after Zélie’s death, Louis Martin and his five daughters leave
Alencon for LISIEUX where his brother in law, Isidore Guérin is a pharmacist.

The Buissonnets home

Louis Marin rents this house from 1877 to
1889. For Therese it is “the gracious nest
of my childhood”. The house has kept a
significant part of the furniture and family §
objects. On the mantelpiece of the di-
ning-room the clock is signed by Louis
Martin. Upstairs there are the bedrooms
of Louis and of his daughters. In the gar-
den a statue represents Therese confiding in her father her desire to enter
Carmel when she was 15 years old.

OO0 Hours :

Open from Easter Monday to the end of September from 9 to 12am and
from 2 to 6 pm; In October, February and March from 10 to 12 am and
from 2 to 5 pm; in November and January from 10 to 12 am and from 2
to 4 pm; annual closure from 15 November to 15 December

Saint-Peter’s Cathedral

Built in the 12t and 13" centuries the cathedral of the an-
cient diocese of Lisieux becomes the parish where Louis
and his daughters attend mass almost every day. Therese
made her first confession there

for the first time. In 1888
Louis Martin offers the new
high altar of the church.

JOO Hours :

Open from 9.30 am to 6.30 pm
Mass at 11 on Sundays; at 6 pm
from Monday to Friday

A marked trail through the town
will enable you to dlscqver. mmm Office de Tourisme de Lisieux
these places. Information is 11 rue d'Alengon - B.P. 26020 - 14106 LISIEUX Cedex

. . . Tel: +33 (0)2 314818 10
available at the Tourist Office of = "" (0)2314818 11

Lisieux www.lisieux-tourisme.com
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The Carmelite Convent
Louis Martin will lead his daugh-
ters to the Carmelite Convent three
times: Pauline in 1882, Marie in
1884 and Therese in 1888. Céline
enters Carmel after Louis’ death in
1894. Leonie enters the Visitation
Convent of Caen in 1899.

Therese is only 15 years old and needs a special permission, so Louis does
\ not spare his efforts. He supports his youngest daughter, taking her first to

Bayeux to see the bishop and then to Rome where Therese tries to be granted

permission from the Pope himself.

StTherese’s grave lies in the chapel. A display room recalls the life of Therese

in the Carmelite Convent and her radiance throughout the world.

(JOO Hours :

Chapel open from 7 am to 6.30 pm

Mass daily at 8am (except on Sundays), 9am and 11.15 am Laudes
at 7.15 am (8 am on Sundays), day prayer at 1.45 pm, vespers at 6 pm

The Basilica

The Basilica is erected in
the honour of St Therese
from 1929 thanks to the
donations of the faithful
from the entire world. It
is consecrated on 11
July 1954. Its walls and
those of the crypt are
covered with mosaics,
illustrating  Therese’s
message. There is a reli-
quary containing the
bones of her right armin
the Basilica.

mmm  Sanctuaire Sainte-Thérése

33 rue du Carmel - B.P. 62095 - 14102 LISIEUX Cedex

Tel: 00 33 (0)2 31 48 55 08 * Fax: 00 33 (0)2 31 48 55 26
www.therese-de-lisieux.com info@therese-de-lisieux.com
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In the footsteps of the MARTIN Family

p .. From
Alengon — Sées — Lisieux 138.00 €
per person

Full board,
Minimum 20 people
This price does not include

DAY 1: ALENGON transport, travel and
10am  Guided visit of the MARTIN family O ersonal spending.
home - Birthplace of Saint Therese Basto rate 2009
12.30 Lunch in Alengon
2pm  Guided tour “in the footsteps of the Martin Family”
4pm Guided visit of the Museum of Fine Art and Lace

Dinner & lodgings in Alencon

DAY 1: SEES
9.15am Guided tour of the Cathedral or of the Museum of Religious Art
11am Guided tour of the Immaculée Conception Basilica
12.30 Lunch at Sées
3pm  Guided tour of the districts Religious Art Museum
Dinner & lodgings in Sées

DAY 1: LISIEUX
10am Discovery of the Basilica
12.30 [unch at Lisieux
2pm Visit of the Carmelite Convent where you can discover the
shrine of Saint Therese, under which her relics are being kept.
4pm Visit of the Buissonnets House

G Y
- Voyages Paris-Normandie mmm mmm Escap'Orne / Loisirs accueil Orne mmmm
31 place de la République 86, rue Saint Blaise
14100 LISIEUX 61000 ALENGON
contact : Jean-Luc Thurin Tel : 02 33 15 00 06
Tel: 023514 44 16 groupes@ornetourisme.com
L vpngroupes@uvpn.fr | www.normandie-weekend.com J
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—Dates to remember

1

AN

\

AN

4th January
Saint Theresas baptised
(Notre Dame Church))

12th July

(Notre Dame Church)

29th July

Death of Louis Martin
(The Martins Family’s Chapel)

28th August
Death of Z¢lie Martin

(Chapelle Maison Famille
Martin, Maison natale de Ste
Thérese)

1st Octobere

(Notre Dame Church))

12 July

(mass in the Basilica- feast of families)
26th September at 4th October

Last Saturday in September
8.30 pm Procession with the relics from the Carmelite

Convent to the Basilica and prayer vigil
Sunday

10.30am Mass in the Basilica .
3.30pm Procession with the relics from the Carmelite

Convent to the Cathedral and Vespers
Daily from Monday to Friday

11am Mass 3pm Lecture spm Vespers
October 1st
Saint Therese’s Feast

11am  Mass in the Basilica
Saturday

Closure Day of the sick or disabled people

3pm  Mass in the Basilica
Sunday closure of Saint Therese’s Feast

10.30am Mass in the Basilica
3.30pm Vespers

HIKING GUIDE ALENGON-LISIEUX

INNHEEDOISTEESHIERSTM B ERESEM MM DENANIDYE -

By foot, on horse-back, by mountain bike/
[tinerary with 18 stopping places

Tourism reports / explanatory leaflets and IGN maps
Available in the tourist offices of Normandy and specialized selling points

Selling price: @ €
Information: 02 33 80 66 33
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Special offer: S € (postage included) instead of Z €

Please return this coupon with your payment to
L’Office du Tourisme du pays d’Alencon - Place de la Magdeleine-Maison d’Ozé - 61000 ALENCON

LU =T



In the footsteps of the Martin family

OFFICE DE TOURISME DU PAYS D’ALENCON
ACCUEIL - HEBERGEMENT - VISITES GUIDEES
Place de la Magdeleine - Maison d’Ozé
61000 ALENCON
Tél. 02 33 80 66 33
Fax 02 33 80 66 32
contact@paysdalencontourisme.com
www.paysdalencontourisme.com
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Sanctugire de Lisieux £ »lEncen o el asse Normandie
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